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THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH AND D\WELT AMONG US 
-‘.ND WE BEHELD HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE 


ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER 


FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH 
WE WORSHIP THEE: WE BLESS THEE! 
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(Chapel of Our Merciful Saviour) 


To our friends in the Una Sancta (The One Holy Church); 
A VERY BLESSED CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR 
under the gracious protection and guidance 


of the Holy Spirit. 
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oer the wext Step 


Today or tomorrow, our activity may 
be at an end. Today or tomorrow the Lord 
may call us beyond life and death. So 
much planning may then remain unrea- 


Sin 


NaS lized and how much anxious thought may 

aa then prove without avail. All turns out 

so different from what we thought—or— 


it will go also without us;— 

The next hour—-yea—even the next minute does not yet be- 
long to us—-only the moment in which we now live. In the Parable 
of the Pounds, the servants receive the command: ‘Occupy till I 
come” (Luke 19, 13). That applies also to us. With definite un- 
swerving zeal and in complete self-surrender are we to work as 
if we should live for ever on this earth. But as only the present 
moment is ours the consciousness of our dependency upon God 
should always remain clear and unclouded to us. Only to the proud, 
who wants to go his own way, is this dependency a pain. To the 
humble it is a source of joy and peace. Comforted and confident 
will we take the next step knowing that all else is in God’s hand. 

We must ever return to this way of simple child-like trust when 


the temptations and trials of this life has brought upon us sorrow 
and restlessness. 


The devil will try to dishearten through his temptations and 
trials—not only of spirit but also of soul and body. We cannot fight 
against the burdens of life when our souls are filled with anxious 
cares. But then it becomes exceedingly necessary to cast our cares 
upon the Lord and, having done this, take the next step forward 
in the confidence that our God will go with us till we reach the 
goal. Let this be our aim in the smaller or greater demands which 
life shall make upon us in the new year. 


Ever—The Next Step.—Never stare anxiously into the future. 
Never permit yourself to be possessed with cares and worries which 
only make for discouragement, untruitfulness, and inability. We are 
God’s servants and all that is expected of us is that we are FAITH- 
FUL. He will carry the responsibility and care. 


Therefore—: The eye upward; the step confidently forward. 
The Master’s hand leads us; and our ‘Lord goes with us. 


(From: ‘“Augustanabote—des Augsburgischen Bekentnisses’’) 
CONCORDIA SEMINARY LIBRARY 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
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on tye Cucharivtte Sechkice of the 


(As will readily be observed, these notes were written speci- 
fically for use in connection with a certain celebration; but we 
think it may not be amiss to give them here as they may have a 
wider interest). 

When the secretary some time ago asked me to celebrate the 
Holy ommunion at this conference, I wondered just what form of 
Service was intended to be used. I wrote him and he informed me 
that I cowid use any Service I wanted. 

I have, therefore decided to use the Service which is the aim 
and hope of liturgical leaders in the Lutheran Church of America. 
While I do wish to emphasize that I consider myself no special 
authority on this comprehensive subject—yet, I confess that through 
many years it has to me been a joy and a satisfaction to work along 
these lines in my spare moments. 

We all know the Common Service as-it was given to the Church 
in Holy Week, 1888—-50 years ago last year. It is in all essentials 
the Service of the Lutheran Church during the first century after 
the Reformation. This applies altogether to the Church of Den- 
mark. It was by no means the Reformation—-but the period of 
Rationalism—-which gave us the fragmentary Service which is yet 
prevailing in too many places. The Common Service as we have it 
in the Church-Books is the work of learned and very devoted men, 
whose painstaking labors are amazing. (See Dr. Reed’s historical 
article in The Lutheran Church Quarterly, Jan. 1939 and issued in 
Reprint). It is remarkable that they could accomplish this 50 years 
ago when the minds generally were far more closed to the idea of 
worship than is the case today. 

As regards the Service in which we today will unite, permit 
me to mention three points which may be an aid in entering more 
fully into its spirit. 


I. FIRST: The historic Vestments are used as they have been 

used in the course of the ages from apostolic days to the present. 

Severinsen says: These vestments have been used in Danish churches 

| ever since the oldest of these ancient sanctuaris were first dedicated. 
II. The sanctuary bell may scem strange to many-——yet—Huther 

| not only seemed at first to tolerate the Elevation but also to ap- 
prove it, as these words witness: “This means—when the priest 

elevates the Sacrament and the chalice with the accompanying ring- 
ing of the bells, it is nothing other than that we are thereby re- 
4 minded of Christ’s words; just as if the priest and he who strikes 
the bells were saying to us: ‘Hear ye Christians; behold, take and 

eat; take and drink; this is the (Body and Blood of Christ!’ So that 

the Elevation by the priest and jhe bell mean for the lay folk the 

same as if they heard, loud and clear, the words of Christ which 
| are read by the priest in secret’. (See Works of Luther, Holman P. 


108 Note 92). Bishop Hans Tavsen says that he used all the usual 
ceremonies of the Mass and elevated so long as he pleased. (See 
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Severinsen: Proper Communion Vestments). The sanctuary bells 
were uscd in connection with the consecration but when their use 
actually ceased seems uncertain—yet as late as 1685 The Ritual 
(p. 12) orders by law that these bells shall be used at the appointed 
time and place. The idea of the sanctuary bell is to emphasize the 
most holy act of Christian worship when literally the divine com- 
mand is carried out: THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

Ill. The Canon. It is remembered from church history that Lu- 
ther edited two forms for celebrating the Holy Communion: (a) In 
1523 he issued his Formulae Missae. This was a fairly complete 
form for the Holy Communion and it leaves space for the cele- 
brant to add silently what his heart may dictate. (See Works of 
Luther, Holman p. 91 and 110 Note 105). 

(b) When in 1526 Luther edited his German Mass he reduced 
his entire Canon to the Lord’s Prayer and the Words of Institu- 
tion, thereby removing nearly every devotional element and re- 
ducing it to a purely intellectual product leaving nothing but the 
very necessities to make it a valid sacrament. The approach to the 
Sacrament naturally became largely a matter of intelligence, of 
understanding. The Common Service is a remarkable restoration in 
so far as it goes, but it left—very naturally, perhaps—the question 
of a Canon untouched. It is this lack of the devotional element in 
the Holy Eucharist which various grovuns in the Church both in 
this country and Europe are hoping may be overcome—not by in- 
venting anything new——but by falling back on early Christian usages 
which have stvod the test of centuries. 

(c) Three definite efforts at this restoration have been made 
within the Lutheran Church of America. 

'Yhe first was made by Dr. Strodach of the U. L. C. He is a 
recognized liturgical scholar. His proposal for a restored Canon has 
been accepted by the ‘smaller’ committee of that Church and by 
it further submitted to the full committee where it also was well 
received. It contains all the historic elements eenerally considered 
definite parts of the Communion Canon ever since the earliest days 
of the Chrisian Church. This proposal is not as yet authorized but 
it is beins used by a number of pastors in the U. L. C. and thus 
tried in aciual use. The second effort at the restoration of the 
Canon was made some time after that of Dr. Strodach by a pastor 
of the Missouri Synod, Rev. A. C. Piepkorn, Ph. D., Cleveland, O. 
Ife worked it out as a sort of General Prayer. It contains the same 
elements as that of Dr. Strodach—only it is more complete. It 
is this work by Dr. Piepkorn that we shall use today as it has 
now been arranged in its historic and proper order. The third ef- 
fort at the same restoration has been made by another pastor in 
the Missouri Synod, The Rev. B. von Schenk of Hoboken, N. J. 
This, too, is truly devotional and has given us the missing elements 
in the Canon in a somewhat different order. If you ask: why not 
use Dr, Strodach’s Canon? I will only say: both Dr. Strodach and 
Rev. von Schenk draw on ancient Eastern sources which makes 
the language seem more distant. Then the memorials are expressed 
in a somewhat indistinct form, while Dr. Piepkorn gives these very 
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full and gives very convincing justification for doing so. He has 
largely drawn on the Prayer-Book of Edward the Sixth from which 
source most of our English collects in the Common Service have 
come. The language has seemed to us more present and perhaps 
also more devotional. 

It is very generally felt that with the restoration of these ele- 
ments: The Thanksgiving, the Remembrance, the invocation of 
the Holy Spirit, the Memorials, the Prayer of Humble Access, and 
the Embolism there is a complete Communion Canon. All this was 
fairly provided for in Luther’s Formula Missae of 1523 and this 
Order has always been considered the typical, normal and better 
type of the Lutheran form for the celebration of the Holy Commun- 
ion. The German Mass of 1526 because of being entirely in the 
vernacular became the more popular and has remained so in spite 
of criticisms and voices calling for a more satisfying medium: for 
the most holy act of worship and communion in the Church. The 
need for the restoration of the devotional elements in the Canon is 
becoming more and more generally felt and little by little these 
things will right themselves. There is an open ear and a sympa- 


thetic attitude to these matters among the leaders in the church at 
large. 


May these remarks help us to enter into the Service with a 
greater devotion and a renewed measure of consecration. 


(To be continued) 


The first Lutheran Retreat House in the United States is be- 
coming a reality by the outright gift to the pore District of 
the Missouri Synod of a palatial estate located in ‘yestchester Coun- 
ty, N. Y. On the estate are several buildings which when remodelled 
will give ample room for the purpose intended. The grounds com- 
prise about ten acres which are laid out in beautiful landscape ar- 
chitecture. There are open-air swimming pools, statuary and all 
the rest that goes to beautify a wealthy home. 

The gift is made by Major Edward Bowes, the radio impre- 
sario, and the incorporation papers of the Major Edward Bowes 
Memorial Retreat state its purposes in full as follows: 

“To maintain a retreat dedicated to the advancement of the 
spiritual and intellectual life of the Lutheran clergy and laity of 
New York and neighboring states; to provide a place of seclusion 
where Lutherans, lay and clerical, may practice the religious life 
and advance their inental and physical well4being; to convoke con- 
ferences of missionaries, pastors, parochial school teachers, social 
and institutional workers and lay leaders, for religious students; 
to provide courses in theology, all cognate subjects, sacred music, 
and liturgical arts.” 

Is it not so that things are moving along whether we are in or 
on the outside—whether we, too, move forward, stand still, or 
may be retard—taking the cynic’s place. 
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Che of Saints 
(J anuary—Mebruary ) 
il. — Apostles: 

Jan. 25th: The Conversion of St Paul: Although not of the 12, 
the Church has ever given St. Paul—not only a plate among the 
Apostles—but a very prominent one at that. The great apostle 
conceived of himself as an apostle and he names others by the title 
of apostle. To him the apostleship was not limited to a definite 
number. 

It is the event of Paul's Conversion which the church celebrates 
and there is every reason to celebrate it with the deepest sense of 
gratitude. We need only think of the condition if Paul had neither 
done his remarkable work in the spirit he did—setting an unfor- 
gettable example to every minister in every age—nor had his let- 
ters remained unwritien, then the New Testament would have ap- 
peared quite ditierent. Therefore, on the feast of St. Paul, let us 
at the Holy Eucharist sive thanks to God for him. Let us meditate 
on his life and let him be to us an example—-an incentive. 

Febr. 24th: The Feast of St. Matthias, Apostle: This apostle 
seems to have played an unimportant role in the work of the 
apostles. Yet—-who can say what service is unimportant in the 
eyes of the Lord? If he rendered a true, sincere, and unselfish ser- 
viec—even though it was in obscurity and overshadowed by all 
others—it wus yet ai acceptable service. It was yet a service of 
infinitely greater value than the clever acts of the apostle he re- 
placed—who only used religion as a smart money-making scheme 
and prospering in his increasing greed—until the devi: took him. 
Let the Feast of St. Matthias remind us that it is not the great 
things in human eyes which in the sight of God may have the 
greatest value. Most of us will for ever be among the unknovn 
ones; but let it be our constant prayer that our hearts and our 
humble service may be pleasing in the sight of the Lord—then 
we, too, shall be among the Blessed Ones. 

II. -— Saints: 


Febr. 3rd: St. Ansgar: Apostle to Denmark and Sweden. There 
were Christians in both countries before the time of. St. Ansgar. A 
number of missionaries had come from England and France but 
their work seems to have had an unorganized and individual spora- 
dic character. St. Ansgar, a Benediciine monk, went to Denmark 
in 826 and after many vicissitude and hardships he succeeded in 
establishing permanent churches. His devotion to the Northern 
peoples was life-long and sincere. In the latter part of his life he 
was made archbishop of Scandinavia with Cathedral and residence 
in Bremen. Among his constant prayers was this: ‘‘Lord make of me 
a good man.” He died Febr. 3rd 865 and the day of his death has 
become the day of his remembrance. ; 

A PRAYER: Accept, O Lord, our most high and hearty thanks 
which we offer unto Thee for the wonderful grace and virtue 
declared in all Thy saints from the beginning of the world, ear- 


? 


nestly praying that of Thy mercy Thou wouldst give us ever to 
rejoice in the Communion of Saints, that, following the good ex- 
ample and steadfast faith of those that have served Thee here, we 
may with them be made partakers of the blessed Resurrection unto 
Life Everlasting. 


prom the Mountain Side 
It is now more than seven months since we have had much of 
intercommunication with tne friends of the Una Sancta. We have 
really felt quite lost since this intercourse has been broken off. 
Let this, therefore, be a greeting and our best wish for a happy 
Christmas and for the year before us. None of us knows what the 
coming year shall bring us—of joy or sorrow, of life or death; but 
we will all put our trust in the Good Shepherd of our souls. The 
seven months since we withdrew from directing the affairs of the 
Motherhouse have largely heen spent at the Retreat-House at Ever- 
green. Our chief aim has been to regain in a measure the needed 
strength and the time has, therefore, been spent as quietly as pos- 
sible. No special efforts have been put forth to gather larger num- 
bers of people—-and there hardly will be done much in that diree- 
tion in the nearest future as it has been felt that a prolonged period 
of rest and stillness will be needed. The last years of service at the 
Motherhouse proved a heavy drain on our strength. 
The summer has passed in a most congenial way, however, as 
a goodly number of friends found their way to this quiet place even 
into October. They have remained from a day to four and five wecks. 
The time spent with thesc good people has been a cheer to us and 
we hope a renewal to them. They were here from Michigan, the At- 
lantic coast, and Minnesota and many placestin between. Besides 
the regular daily devotions and pleasant Chtercourse with our 
guests, there have been longer trips into the higher altitudes—no 
less than twice to the very top of Mt..Evans over 14000 feet. Other 
trips were made to various places of beauty or interest. Evergreen 
is a center where many roads meet and there are numerous oOppor- 
tunities for beautiful trips—-whether one thinks of driving or walk- 
ing. 
q? 
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It has for years been an understanding that no charges are made 
for staying here. Naturally those in charge and responsible for éx- 
penses have from time to time wondered how it would all come out 
in the end. It has so far proven to be here as at the Motherhouse, 
where for many years very extended hospitality has been ‘Practiced. 
Our friends were an asset and not a liability. Nearly all made ample 
offerings to cover the cost of their stay and some went well above. 
This latter consideration took care of those who either forgot or 
were not able to make an offering. We are happy for this—for 
this is the ideal we desire to realize as we go. If more people learned 
the importance of going away for a short while before the stress 
of daily life got too hard, many a tragedy would be avoided. One 
mother came broken under the stress of the times and with a cheer- 
less outlook upon things. A few weeks of stillness, of worship and 
communion with God restored her so that she with new courage 
returned to her home and family. In our day of uncertainty and ad- 
versity many—also Christian people—are on the breaking point. 
Here a short period of rest, a few weeks or even a few days in quiet 
retirement surrounded by the atmosphere of the House of God witn 


its Sacrament and worship may prove a godsend to the burdened 
Christian soul. 


For 35 years we have given our services without remuneration 
and we gladly do it still so long and as we can. Our strength is 
no longer as it was; but we are right well for the age of 70. We 
expect nothing for our services beyond what they may bring of 
cheer, renewal, and encouragement to some. Whatever other help 
may have to be employed must, of course, be paid. 

In October we had the privilege of attending the pastoral con- 
ference of Iowa and Nebraska pastors and it was a joy to ..cet the 
uiany brethren. On All Saints Dav we attended the regional annual 
conference of the American Luth. Conference of Colorado. It was 
this year held at the Eben-Ezer Motherhouse at Brush. 

Now a word regarding this little messenger. To send it out was 
first suggested by a well known and influential friend. It took us 
long to make any decision; but as we have ourselves missed the 
Una Sancta and the happy contacts it brought about and also be- 
cause this mountain retreat needs some means of communication 
with the circle of friends gathering around it, we have decided—at 
least for a while—to send a small number—about every other 
month. rhis issue of the Una Sancta is partly made possible through 
the aid of a friend in the East. The nominal subscription rate is 
25 cents a year; but as this is done without burden to any we would 
say that if a friend here and there has a contribution to make for 
the purpose of supporting this bond of union among those of like 
mind we will appreciate receiving it. 


UNA SANCTA 


is published bi-monthly in the interest of personal, devotional life and wor- 
ship. Subscription rate 25e. Office of Publication: Box 2, Evergreen, Colo. 
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OCTAVE OF HOLY WEEK March-April, 1940 


GOD MADE CHRIST TO BE SIN FOR US THAT WE 
MIGHT BE MADE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST. 


Cor. 5: 21. 


God grant to us all: 


A BLESSED LENT 
A HAPPY EASTER 
A NEW MEASURE OF HIS SPIRIT 


Break Thou the bread of life, 
Dear Lord, to me, 

As Thou didst break the loaves 
Beside the sea; 

Beyond the sacred page a 
I seek Thee, Lord; 

My spirit pants for Thee, 

O living Word! 


Bless Thou the truth, dear Lord, 
To me, to me, 

As Thou didst bless the bread 
By Galilee; 

Then shall all bondage cease, 
All fetters fall; 

And I shall find my peace, 

My All-in-all! 


Teach me to live, dear Lord, 
Only for Thee, 


As Thy disciples lived 

In Galilee; 

Then, all my struggles o'er, 
Then, viet'ry won, 

I shall behold Thee, Lord, 
The Living One, 
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on the ocucharistte Oertice of the 

Lutheran Cyurey * 


As regards the holy Eucharist it hes proven true that what is 
precious to the heart receives many names. We have read of the 
early Christians that some would even risk their lives that they 
might be present at the "oly Eucharist. The “Breaking of 
Eiead” is as such—perhaps the fi:si—designation of the holiest 
acts of God's people. It is at once so simple—yet so full of the 
profoundest meanings. They daily met for the Breaking of 
Pread (Acts 2:46). In the publie eye they were of little conse- 
quence if not actually despiced and persecuted. In recent days 
we have cgain and again read of “the Church of the Catacombs” 
referring to the life Ui Christians in Russia and elsewhere; but 
such were the davs of early Christendom. Yet-—-in spite of scorn 
snd disregard—hovw happy were they as they in the quiet gath- 
ering of the few met—to follow out His command “do this in 
remembra).ce of me”—in the Breaking uf Pread. How great the 
aifference between those far-off days and the present age—even 
in so-called “sacramental” denominations; but—He was with them. 
They realized that He had noi left them—even though their eyes 
cid not sce. 

Paul carries the thought of His presence further when he says: 
“The Cup of Blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the Blood of Christ? The read which we break, is it not 
the communion of the Rody of Christ” (I Cor. 10:16). The Blood 
of Christ, the Body of Christ is the communion. To him it is 
not the fellowship among these believers. ‘fo Paul it is the fel- 
lowship of the believing soul—not with other believers—few or 
many—but with the glorified, ever living, ever pres at Master. 

To Paul the wonderful thought oi iellowsiip with the Master 
overshadows all. This should not at any time be forgotten in the 
Christian life. It is wonderful when at times in the fellowship 
of the many they join obedicnily in “this do.” Tow inany a 
time, however, is not this joy denied a vastor or a lay Chris- 
tian man or woman away in spiritual descrts. But exacily here 
is the blessed word of John | John 1:13) to be remembered: 
Our fellowship is with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ and 
‘an this‘blessed fellowship the Christian---even in the lonetliest 
place is in real fellowship with every other believer in the com- 
mon Lord and Master. Even the lowlicst communion table is 
part of the great fcllowship—for the blessed unity is the unity 
in Christ rather than the kneeling side by side. 


Paul also speaks of “the table of the Lord” (I Cor. 14:21). 
From the table food is received. From the Lord’s table spiritual 
focd is received, and from ancient times the church has ut the 
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Lord’s table sought food, sireneth, and nourishment for time and 
eternity. It is the other side of the obedient doing; but how 
blessed and wonderful is this truth. 

Very early in the Church’s life ancther name for the great 
act of Chrisiticn service came to take the most prominent place. 
The Hely Euchurist. This name emphasizes a third aspect of 
the same act: The unceasing thanksgiving to God for Recdemp- 
tiun realized in the coming, the suffering, the death and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ-——-The continual thanksgiving ascending 
wherever and whenever Christians contemplate the boundless 
mercies of God as consummated in the only atoning sacrifice 
upon the hill of Calvary—. It is very wonderful to mcditate 
on this term Eucharist—-for ihe word means thanksgiving. Every 
phase of the holy act became one greai thanksgiving to God 
finding its audible expression in the prayer which gave rise to 
iis name. Only too litle do we in our worship realize the spirit 
of real thanksgiving. 

The Common Service calls the great service of +e Church: 
The service, oh, it is true, the Church has but ore obligation, one 
service to render:—-the obedient coniinung of His word: “This 
Do”—“in romembrance”’—in the “showing forth of the Lord’s 
death till He come”—everywhere, at all times, in all places. 


The mass js probably one of the last and ast significant names 
applied to the holy Eucharist being mevcly the closing vids 
(dismissal) oi the Western Laun Rite. It is strange that ihe 
word came into use. It is strange that it has been retained even 
tiuugh it might be natural enough when once it ’>came the com- 
men use —as hes been the case in Scandinavian ‘countries. Put— 
all in all—-we may conclude that each of these names—each in 
its way expresses how dear the table of the Lord has been and 
is to [fis children through the ages. 


acter all it is true that as all other things in the school of life 
lese their charm—one thing remains: the Ioly Eucharist in its 
untading beauty and power. It still satisfies the soul which long 
since tired of the many words, and more words. At the Eucharist 
tie man-made vanishes. There they all become one-—frem the 
iirst to the last century. There they all meet—-whether in the 
far famed cuthedral—or the unknown desert chapel aiiar—to 
unite in the one great and unceasing thanksgiving to Him to 
whom all praise, adoration and worship is due. 


CY etreat 
The nearest approach in this country to a Lutheran retreat 
is recorded in the following: 


Afier several years of planning and hoping, the Inner Mis- 
sion Board of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania has just conducted 
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a very successful retreat for the workers in the various fields 
of their activities. 

The assembly was held at Paradise Falls, Pa. from Friday, 
Sepiember 15, dinner time, until after the noon meal on Sunday, 
the seventeenth, during which time all members of the vetreat 
were totally out of contact with the events of the outside world. 

The theme of the retreat could have well been selected irom 
the words of Jesus, “The servant is not greater than his Master,” 
and even as Christ Himself, as we have seen, retired and went 
apart, even in the midst of His most beneficent healing work in 
order to restore the balance of His own nature, so this group 
who so earnestly strive to serve as faithful disciples drew them- 
selves away from the maddening swirl and speed of their every- 
dey life, to pause, straining their hearts and ears in response to 
the command, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 


Bible Study and Silence 


There were three different hours devoted to prayerful and 
careful Bible study in sincere effort to glean from Holy Writ a 
fuer understanding and deeper appreciation of what God is 
seying to each of us as workers in His Kingdom. No effort was 
made to secure material that can be applied and used in our later 
efforts with others; the attempt was to be drawn closer to God, 
to sense His very presence, to hear His voice in the ears of our 
sout, 

These Bible studies, from the Gospel lessons for the first ten 
Sundays in Trinity, served as the basis for following periods of 
Silence, when each member of the retreat sought to find his in- 
dividual revelation from the Master. Some strolled silently by 
the side of the lake; some sat in the shade, or the sun; others 
walked by the running waters, or stood before the endless pan- 
orama of distant mountains; but in their silence they weighed 
the words of the study, they balanced them against ie visible 
wonders and grandeur of the Creator’s handiwork on all sides, 
they relaxed to the quiet babbling of swift-moving water, they 
forgot for the moment the turmoil of the world, they sought God, 
to be with Him, to know Him. 


Irdividual meditation was always supplemented by group 
prayer and meditation. Practically every member of the retreat 
commented upon their personal reaction being that they could 
uciually sense the special presence of the Holy Spirit of God in 
‘heir midst as they prayed and as they sang. A wonderfully de- 
votional spirit was developed and maintained under the capable 
and understanding leadership of the Rev. T. K. Finck, an editor 
of the Parish and Church School Board, who served as chaplain. 

Sunday morning, the group came to the chapei. where a solemn 
Litany was said. Together with the following hour of silence 
it served as a wonderful preparation for the reception of the Holy 
Communion. At that service the retreat members were joined 
by those staying at the reservation and we were all deeply im- 
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yressed by the soul-searching message of Chaplain Finck, who 
gave a personal and spiritual interpretation of the text, “Give 


no thought to the morrow.” We all learned in the sermon the _ 


fact we had already sensed in the depths of the retreat that we 
should give less thought to the probiems of the morrow and more 
thought to God Who will enable and empower us to meet those 
pioblems when we face them-—less time to worry over what 
might, or is going to happen, and more time to increase our knowl- 
edge and understanding of Him Who can and will be our aid 
when these things do come to pass—less listening to the roar of 
the speed maddened world, and more appreciation of the admoni- 
tion, “Be still and know that I am God.” 

Less than an hour after the Communion Service was over the 
group gathered for the last time at the dinner table, from t!:ence 
they traveled through the sunshine bathed beauties of mountain 
tops and cool valleys and dells; over man-made highways, away 
from God on the mountain tops, back to the service of mankind 
in the valleys and plains. é 

This retreat was undertaken as a new attempt upon the part 
of the Inner Mission Board to provide every possible means for 
the deepening of the spiritual life of their workers. It was an- 
other opportunity for them to come to God and receive, for taey 
are called upon to give out so much and so often. 

The Lutheran. 


Ohows and Wight in Distresstim 


1. From Germany comes word that Prof. Frederick Heiler is 
sick and has been for some time. He is at present in a clinic 
and is improving. Let all his friends remember this venerable 
and influential servant of God in their prayers. He has labored 
in much self-sacrificing love for the church at large. The pub- 
lishers of “Eine heilige Kirche” have notified us that on account 
of Prof. Heiler’s sickness, the publication has been suspended. 
This publication has many readers throughout Seandinavia and a 
number in America. It will be greatly missed. 


2. The “Augustana—Bote” published in Blankenburg-Harz 
has been ordered reduced from 16 to 8 pages. 


3. The “Armen und Kranken Freund” which has been pub- 
lished since the early days of Fliedner’s time has also been or- 
uered discontinued—at least for the present. It is in its 92 year. 


4. God works in His way. From Bavaria comes the good 
news that the highest church officials urge upon the clergy that 
churches be daily kept open for private prayer—also that the 
Holy Communion be administered frequently, at least every Sun- 
day. This note closes with a prayer that clergy and laity may 
find themselves united in the most holy act of worship and obed- 
ience to “do this.” 
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The Communion sf Daints 
(March—April) 
I. APOSTLES AND EVANGELISTS 


April 25, St. Mark, the Evangelist. It is true that going with 
Paul and Barnabas he soon lost courage and went back home; 
but it is also true that one day he became the needed assistant 
to St. Paul. To him also fell the blessed lot to write one—per- 
haps the first—of the four Gospels. He was not the powerful 
leader, but he became the faithful helper to Paul and to Peter. 
May we faithfully fill the place God appoints for us.—May the 
Gospel of St. Mark mean more to us. 

Il. SAINTS 

March 2, John Wesley died on this day 1791. As the young 
student he joined the group in that venerable university of Oxford 
who had banded themselves together to cultivate a life nearer to 
God. For this they were vidiculed and branded Methodists, but 
they stood firm. Fearlessly he later preached repentance and 
faith in Christ. Circumstances made him the Patriarch of Meth- 
odism. 

March 7, Perpetua, the wealthy woman who for the love of 
Jesus distributed her goods to the poor living and dying in the 
Master’s service in the year 203. 

March 14, John Huss was excommunicated and condemned 
on this day to be burned at the stake in 1415. Let this great 
pioneer of the spproaching dawa of another period be remem- 
bered with gratitude. He remained faithful even unto death. 

March 17, St. Patrick, apostle of Ircland. Even though iradi- 
tion has blurred his picture to later times, his personality still 
stands out as one ready to serve and to sacrifice. He is beloved 
by Ivish Christians. He is an incentive to all. 

April 4, St. Ambrose died on this day 397. He is reckoned 
one of the great church fathers and was Bishop i Milan. He 
is said to be the author (translator) of the Te Deum. Under his 
influence St. Augustine was converted and baptized. The St. 
Ambrose society of which some of us are members, took its name 
from him. Let this great personality be memorialized with grati- 
tude and let us intercede for God’s blessing upon the society 
bearing his name. 

April 12, Adoniram Judson died on this day 1849. He is called 
the “Apostle to the South Seas” and gave his life in consecrated 
self-oblation to God and the Islanders. Let him be remembered 
with gratitude. 

April 18, Luther’s Declaration: “Here I stand” at the Diet of 
Worms 1521. It is men and women of this calibre that are needed 
now as ihen in the life and work of the Church of God. Let us 
implore. 

April 19, Philip Melanchton died on this day 1560. He was 
ithe gentle, keen, unpretentious helper in the work of the great 
Reformer. It was he who shaped the great confession of the 
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Lutheran Church, The Augsburg Confession. Without devoted 
helpers the great pioneers may fail. May we all know our place, 
K | may we fill it loyally. 
on, April 22, Origen, the learned church father of the East. To his 
F nw untiring labor the church will ever remain indebted. He, too, 
possessed earthly wealth which he distributed to charity and 
himself lived in great simplicity till his death in 254. 
| April 27, Tertullian. In his grief over the increasing seculari- | 
/ zation of the Church he went to other extremes; but his heart, 
| his love, his means were given to the service of his Master. He 
died in the vear 220 (2277). 
As we uniie in the Hour of Prayer let us unite in common 
; thanksgiving for these—for others—who have aided us on the way 
| onward and upward. 


“One family, we dwell in Him, 

One church above, beneath; 

Though now divided by the stream, 

The narrow stream of death.” (Chas. Wesley). 


prow the fountain Side 


As we sit in our quiet retirement, news and observations come 
in various ways: in conversations, over the radio, through papers 
and mail from near and far—even from war-torn Europe. 

From Munich came the news of Prof. Heiler’s sickness. It has 
to us been a very real grief for he is a man upon whose shoulders 
hangs so much. Prof Heiler has meant and mea: so infinitely 
much in the constructive efforts going on through the Lutheran 
church throughout the world. His influence has even reached 
far into other than Lutheran groups. He is a veritable mine 
of information, and his undaunted spirit has restored many a 
faint-hearted soul. When a year or so ago he was transferred 
from the theological to the philosophical faculty of University 
of Marburg one wondered, and now this has happened. Ue is 
improving. May he be restored. 

Some time ago we noticed in The Lutheran a paragraph on 
the “Dialog-Mass” which is becoming more and more common 
at the present time. It is hailed with enthusiasm in Roman circles 

and it might be that—even further away in other communions 
for it may usher in a new day in that church body. What.is it? 

' It is a practical attempt to solve the question of participation in 
e. the service and its language. The Dialog-Mass is simply a re- 
‘4 ae sponsive celebration of the Mass. The congregation takes all the 
| ; parts of the server. The service at the altar is still in every case 
| Latin and the participation is in Latin. But now one reads of 
d English Dialog-Masses. What are they? It is a sort of double 
celebration. The celebrant at the altar must yet use the Latin 
language and the server responds in Latin. (We would guess 
that this service is in a low voice,) In the chancel is another 
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clergyman who repeats the service in English and the congrega- 
tion responds in English—We happencd one day to look over a 
list of such churches with English masses. There was probably 
30-35 in Chicago alone and the statement was made that the 
number was rapidly increasing. To us this is interesting and 
important for it seems to be a step to something else. Will it 
finally lead to the restoration of the vernacular? 

It was a joy to receive the program for the annual Lenten Re- 
treat of the members of the Society of St. Ambrose. Fin? to 
have been there. This and other efforts of similar nature point 
in the right direction. If this movement succeeds in steering clcar 
of shallow externalism it is bound to have an important future. 
There is a need—we dare say—a hunger (perhaps unconscious) 
for it. God grant the measure and grace nccded. 

The idea of a Liturgical Committee recently set us a-thinking. 
Such an institution belongs in our day to well equipped church 
machinery and somebody is elected as it happens. Moving from 
place to place we one day happened to be in a church where 
we were informed that the clergyman in charge was a mem- 
ber of the lit. com. of his organization. We stopped long enough 
in the place to atiend a service. 

There was no lack of effort to make the celebrant appear at 
his best—or to make it all a “solemn” affair. But it so happened 
that from the beginning to the end it impressed one as a purely 
dramatic program putting the liturgist in the best possible light 
with every position and act liturgically wrong. It was a travesty 
to contemplate the possible work of such a committee member. 
At such an election sufficient funds should have been set aside to 
provide an elementary course in liturgics for the new member. 

Our heart bleeds at the thought of the Christians in Russia; but 
there is a church of the Catacombs with priests going from village 
to village -with Word and Sacrament—themselves homeless, 
starved and persecuted. There is much reason to wonder what 
may be ahead. How would we meet a like fate? How willing 
would such ones as we be found. May our hearts and wills be 
right, then the old word will prove true: As thy days— so thy 
strength. 

These notes come from the mountain-side but it is not that 
of the Colorado Rockies. They come from the mountain-side of 
the San Gabriel Muuntains of southern California. We hope to 
give a little from the old missions of California. This issue is 
made possible by Iowa friends and we are happy to say that other 
friends have secured the next issue of Una Sancta. “Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.” A number of friends have 


urged that the subscription rate be advanced to 50c, and it may 
be right. 


UNA SANCTA 


is published bi-monthly in the interest of persona! devotional life and wor- 
ship. Subscription rate 50c. Office of Publication: Box 2, Evergreen, Colo. 
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